RightsNow Pakistan
human rights for all

RightsNow Pakistan Celebrates Human Rights Day at Hyderabad, Tando
Allahyar and other places

RighstNow Pakistan started all its human rights day celebrations with awareness of human rights day. In order to answer the question that why
we celebrate 10 December as human rights day RightsNow Pakistan designed different activities for different target groups. For children,
RightsNow Pakistan adopted an innovative strategy: Singing songs and making human rights and peace trains.
For Youth, quiz competitions and debates were organized. For women groups, Rightsnow Pakistan liked the human rights with women’s life and
everyday suffering.
Through all these activities, the message was spread very far in remote and exclusive areas. On 10 December 1948, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which has become a universal standard for defending and promotion human
rights. Every year this day marks the adoption of the Universal Declaration and reminds us that all human being are born with equal and
inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms.
Written by Ghain ul Ain
Website: www.rightsnowpk.org
Blog: www.rightsnowpak.wordpress.com

10 December - Human Rights Day
RightsNow Pakistan and Pakistan Minorities Gospel Church jointly organized human rights
day on 10th December, 2011 with community living in Goth (village) Shama Patel and
surroundings. Community of Goth Shama Patel, village Ramila Patel, Batha Goth, Dilshad
Bughio and other surrounding villages actively participated in the human rights day celebration.

Women Group: Our Human Rights?
The celebration started with peace songs and human rights slogan made by the children. The
focus of the slogans was human rights, peace, harmony, tolerance and non-violence. Reverend
Khadim Gill, Pakistan Minority Gospel Church spoke about the increasing level of intolerance
everywhere and linked it with the violation of human rights. Rev: Khadim Gill said if we want to
save succeeding generations from the violence and scourge of war. We must give peace and
human rights education to our children. We cannot exclude nonviolence and tolerance from
peace and human rights. Nonviolence should be our way of life.
Ms. Ghain ul Ain, RightsNow Pakistan educate children about human rights through different
plays and activities and asked them to make a peace train whose destination is human rights and

justice. All children carried cards with different messages on them. They fell in a queue and
made a long train and sang peace songs.
Ms. Shagufta Joseph, Pakistan Catholic Women Organization was one of the guest speakers
asked different questions about human rights, peace and their rights and distributed sweet and
chocolates among them.

Peace is my demand but it is not possible without human rights!
One child, Shamu said this is first time we have heard about rights. One 9 years old girl Leela
said, we want to learn skills.
Komal said, “She wants to be Nurse.”
Seven years old Parkash said, “He wants to be a hero.”
There were many other comments and responses from children about their dreams, pains, and
sufferings.

Why we celebrated human rights day with these villagers?
The reason behind selecting the target group was to high light the serious issues faced by the
community particularly women, children and older people.
People from these areas rely on agriculture for most of their income. They cultivate lands or
work on daily wages at local waderas.
Poor living conditions of community in these villages are main reasons for the ill health of
population particularly women, children and older people. These people are deprived of basic
rights. Lack of clean water, sanitation and health facilities have threatens people’s safety.

We want peace, we want human rights, we want justice, we want nonviolence, and we want harmony!

Five years old Komal’s pain is an example of miseries this community is facing in these villages.
Komal who participated in the human rights day celebration was suffering from skin disease due
to which she could not even eat food. Mr. Salam Dharejo, Country Coordinator, Terres des
Hommes, who attended the celebration took notice of Komal’s suffering and paid for her
treatment from his own pocket. Now Komal is feeling much better after she is treated at a local
skin specialist. The same medicine were used by another child, seven years old Parkash, who
was suffering from the same disease. His skin has also improved now. Parents of Komal and
Parkash thanked to organizations which highlighted their issues through the human rights day
celebration and attracted some support for them and their rights.
One of the main issues which are source of concern for the community which places veto on
their progress is lack of national identity cards and registration of children at NADRA office. It
is causing more problems for community. Lack of registration of children at NADRA is
depriving them from their educational and other rights. RightsNow Pakistan and Pakistan
Minority Gospel Church have made collective efforts for the registration of children. The
presence of identity cards and registration of their children in the database of NADRA Pakistan
(National Database & Registration Authority) help them to access social services.

Resolution by the children: We want peace, justice, nonviolence, equality and human rights
According to Reverend Khadim Gill total 22 villages in this area are without basic facilities
which are affecting lives of hundreds of thousands of people including women and children.
Other issues people of these areas face include child and forced labor. During the visit and then
during the event, it was reported that families from these villages work at low wages at the land
of local waderas who occupy both private and government lands. Working children in the field is
a common scene in the area. During human rights day celebration, when these children were
asked about their interest and hobbies, most of the girls and boys children showed great love for
education and profound interest in computer and other skills. Children seem willing and excited
to escape child labor and get education if any NGO or education department of Sindh
Government provides them educational facilities. When women and girls were asked about
vocational training and skill development they were very excited. Reverend Father Khadim Gill
shared that the main hurdle in the way of education and skill development is not only lack of
facilities in the area but also child or bonded labor by local Agriculturist.
After interviewing some men, women and children, it was perceived that bonded labor or forced
labor exist here. People work at lands on low wages due to implied coercion because both
agriculture and residence land is occupied by the local waderas. Community does not have any
option or choice. The sorry state of affairs is that people of these villages are not well aware of

the fact that bonded labor has been abolished in Pakistan. Any keeping anyone slave or forcing
anyone for labor is crime in Pakistan.
Women, children and old people are living in miserable conditions in these villages. Gender
discrimination in these areas is common and high.

My demand is peace for new generations
Recommendations:




NADRA (National Database and Registration Authority) should send its team to these
villages for the registration of children and provide cards to the individuals who have
submitted their required documents. We know the CNIC does not guarantee assistance or
any other support but it can be used to get access to assistance and protection they need.
Pakistan and Sindh Government, UN agencies, INGOs, local service proving agencies
should reach to these communities, address their issues and support them get access to
services.








Local land owners must provide standard pay and fair wages to the farmers and labourers
and stop violating their rights. They must know that both national and international law
prohibit any type or form of slavery or forced labor.
The Government of Pakistan, District administration, and other duty bearers must ensure
that the Anti-Bonded Labor Laws are properly and effectively implemented.
Sindh Government and its departments (Health and Education) must take special
measures to make access of these communities possible to education, health and other
services.
District Bar Association and individual lawyer need to spare sometime to monitor the
security situation of this community neglected by the Government and other actors.

10 DECEMBER - HUMAN RIGHTS DAY @ SAINT ELIZBETH HOSPITAL
RightsNow Paksitan and Pakistan Catholic Women Organization jointly organized human rights
day at Saint Elizbeth Hospital, Latifabad # 7 on Saturday, December 10, 2011 Saturday. More
than 20 participants, who were nurses, participated in the workshop. Human rights day
celebration must focus on human rights issue decided by the RightsNow Pakistan and Pakistan
Catholic Women Organization. This decision was also made to entertain the request made by the
management of the Saint Elizabeth Hospital for the training on human rights. So the awareness
about human rights could be spread among nursing staff.
Ms. Shagufta Joseph, representative of Pakistan Catholic Women Organization (PCWO) did
welcome the participants and explained the purpose and objectives of the session. She lead the
participants in setting up the rule of the workshops.
Advocate Ali Palh from RightsNow Pakistan and Shagufta Joseph from Pakistan Catholic
Women Organization (PCWO) were the resource persons. Ali Palh started the session with basic
concept of human rights and invited different responses from the participants. Few responses
shared by the participants are below:

Group Photo





All good deeds we do are human rights.
Supporting the needy people are human rights
Human rights are essential for life
Human rights are good for welfare of human being

Participants are busy in group work

Facilitator linked the concept of right with the human and told the participants that human rights
are claims or entitlements of human because of being a human. Later he touched the legal basis
of human rights and human rights principles. Ali Palh shared following principles:
Human rights are universal, they are inviolable, inter-related, interdependent and finally no
discrimination on any ground.
After the concept, legal basis and principles, facilitator moved to women rights. He divided
participants into four different groups and gave them different scenarios on women rights issues.

Group representatives are sharing reflections made by the group

These issues included sexual harassment of women at workplace, discrimination of woman on
the basis of sex and misuse of family laws, a woman who leave house of her parents and try to
find shelter where she needs legal aid, fourth situation focused on an issue of domestic violence.

Each group was asked to give presentation and each presentation should include the response of
following questions:





What were the issues and what were the causes?
What were the support mechanisms available?
What laws protect women and what laws violate women rights?
What changes should be made in laws?

Each group identified issues, their causes, legal protections and discriminatory laws and gave
suggestions, recommendation to address the issues. At final session, the facilitator focused on
new laws passed by the parliament including sexual harassment against women at the working
places. He gave brief description of the law and shared how it protects women at both home and

working places. Both organization, RightsNow Pakistan and Pakistan Catholic Women
Organization have decided to conduct another follow up session focus on the prevention of
sexual harassment against women at the working places and enforcement of the law at the
hospital and other places.
10 DECEMBER - HUMAN RIGHTS DAY @ Mehran School Tando Allahyar
The third event on the same day was organized by RightsNow Pakistan and Mehran School,
Tando Allahyar as Human Rights Day. The purpose of the event was to educate youth on the
importance of the day and expose them to basic understanding of concepts of human rights.
This activity was the part of EDUCATE YOUTH ON HUMAN RIGHTS campaign launched
by RightsNow Pakistan.

Group Photo
Ghain ul Ain used very innovative strategy for introducing participants to each other. She
divided the participants in pairs and gave them opportunity to know more about each other and
introduce each other. However, all participants were from the same school and they mostly knew
each other but after this activity they knew each other even more and better.
Event started with the recitation of holy Quran by
one of the students namely Tasmina. Later Ms.
Ghain ul Ain asked all participants for
introduction.
First Session:
Mr. Zulifqar Khaskahly, a local resource person
started with basic concept of human rights and

Facilitator - Zulifqar Khaskhaly

linked it with the importance of 10 December Day. Zulifqar Khaskhaly told the participants that
10 December is celebrated as human rights day at both national and international level but all
days are human rights days and each day we should vow to promote and protect human rights.
Human rights of all human being all equal and nobody can be discriminated on the basis of color,
caste, religion or any other ground.

Miss Tasmina recites the prayers

Mr. Khaskhaly also told the participants that human rights are universal, inalienable, inviolable
and equal for all. He elaborated each and every article of Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) and linked it with everyday life. He told the participants about right to life, right to
identity, dignity, right not to be tortured and right to freedom of expression.

Facilitator Ms. Ghain ul Ain during sessions

Mr. Khaskhaly conducted this activity very skillfully and deepened the understanding of the
participants on human rights.
Second Session:
Second session focused on rights of children and Pakistan’s obligation at international level
being a party to the International Convention on the rights of children.

Resource person Ms. Ghain ul Ain Syed told the participants that Pakistan is party to
convention therefore Pakistan should respect these laws and fulfill its obligations. Children
future of a nation and every nation must promote and protect the rights of children. They
delicate creature and their development and progress requires special measures by
government.

the
are
are
the

Ms. Ghain ul Ain opened the session for discussion in which all students participated and
discussed the issues of children and youth. Finally, all participants were told that they will spread
knowledge about human rights, children rights in their homes, siblings and friends. All resource
person and participants collectively made a vow that they will respect, promote and protect
human rights everywhere.
Collective Recommendations:






Please celebrate human rights days with vulnerable groups to highlight their issues.
Please celebrate the day by linking it with human rights issue of the community.
Please make resolve to spread awareness on the day regarding human rights.
Please involve youth and individuals, community from the disadvantaged groups who do
not have access to posh, exclusive and elite venues.
Please use human rights day to highlight human rights of vulnerable groups.

